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EXECUTIVEȱSUMMARYȱ

ȱ

Theȱpurposeȱofȱthisȱreportȱisȱtoȱassessȱtheȱavailableȱinformationȱasȱtoȱtheȱlocationȱofȱ

theȱ Knockrahaȱ Bombȱ Factoryȱ inȱ theȱ townlandȱ ofȱ Ballynanelaghȱ andȱ itsȱ likelyȱ

archaeologicalȱ andȱ heritageȱ significance.ȱ Inȱ additionȱ itȱ seeksȱ toȱ assessȱ theȱWarȱ ofȱ

Independenceȱ heritageȱ ofȱKnockrahaȱ asȱ aȱwhole,ȱ providingȱ aȱ statementȱ asȱ toȱ itsȱ

importanceȱ andȱ significance.ȱ Finallyȱ itȱ providesȱ aȱ seriesȱ ofȱ recommendationsȱ forȱ

bothȱfutureȱworkȱandȱtheȱpotentialȱdevelopmentȱofȱthisȱheritageȱasȱaȱtouristȱasset.ȱ
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1ȱ INTRODUCTIONȱ

ȱ

TheȱvillageȱofȱKnockrahaȱwasȱtheȱlocationȱofȱ‘E’ȱCompany,ȱ4thȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱ

Brigadeȱ ofȱ theȱ I.R.A.ȱ duringȱ theȱ Warȱ ofȱ Independence.ȱ Theȱ Companyȱ wasȱ

commandedȱbyȱCaptainȱMartinȱCorry,ȱwhoȱ laterȱ servedȱasȱaȱFiannaȱFáilȱT.D.ȱTheȱ

evidenceȱ illustratesȱthatȱKnockrahaȱservedȱasȱaȱvitalȱ logisticalȱbaseȱforȱtheȱI.R.A.ȱ inȱ

bothȱ Eastȱ Corkȱ andȱ Corkȱ Cityȱ throughoutȱ theȱ conflict.ȱ Theȱ CompanyȱAreaȱwas,ȱ

amongȱotherȱthings,ȱtheȱ locationȱofȱtwoȱvitalȱbombȱproductionȱfactories,ȱtheȱsiteȱofȱ

theȱprincipalȱprisonȱforȱtheȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱarea,ȱtheȱfirstȱtrainingȱbaseȱforȱtheȱ4thȱ

BattalionȱFlyingȱColumn,ȱtheȱsiteȱofȱkeyȱ4thȱBattalionȱareaȱsafeȱhouses,ȱandȱaȱlocationȱ

whereȱarmsȱandȱequipmentȱcouldȱbeȱstored.ȱIndeedȱtheȱactivitiesȱthatȱtookȱplaceȱinȱ

KnockrahaȱareȱofȱcriticalȱimportanceȱwhenȱconsideringȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱinȱ

Co.ȱCorkȱasȱaȱwhole.ȱKnockrahaȱhasȱalsoȱbenefitedȱ fromȱeffortsȱbyȱ theȱKnockrahaȱ

AreaȱHistoricalȱandȱHeritageȱSocietyȱ toȱ interviewȱ formerȱmembersȱofȱ theȱ I.R.A.ȱ inȱ

theȱlocality,ȱwithȱaȱviewȱtoȱlocatingȱsitesȱofȱhistoricalȱimportance.ȱTheseȱeffortsȱhaveȱ

ledȱ toȱ theȱ identificationȱofȱ ‘SingȱSing’,ȱ theȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱprison,ȱandȱ ‘Libertyȱ

Hall’,ȱtheȱbuildingȱwhereȱtheȱKnockrahaȱVolunteersȱwereȱfirstȱestablished.ȱTheyȱalsoȱ

producedȱ theȱrecordingsȱknownȱasȱ theȱ ‘CorryȱTapes’,ȱbasedȱonȱ interviewsȱbyȱ localȱ

historianȱJamesȱFitzgeraldȱwithȱtheȱformerȱCompanyȱcommanderȱ inȱtheȱ1970s,ȱandȱ

whichȱ haveȱ sinceȱ beenȱ frequentlyȱ referencedȱ byȱ notedȱ historiansȱ throughoutȱ theȱ

country.ȱ

ȱ

2ȱ THEȱBALLYNANELAGHȱBOMBȱFACTORYȱ

ȱ

Theȱprimaryȱaimȱofȱthisȱreportȱisȱtoȱassessȱtheȱevidenceȱasȱtoȱtheȱexistence,ȱlocationȱ

andȱformȱofȱthisȱbombȱfactory.ȱItȱwasȱamongȱaȱlistȱofȱthreeȱsitesȱ(togetherȱwithȱ‘Singȱ

Sing’ȱandȱ ‘LibertyȱHall’)ȱwhichȱwereȱsubmittedȱbyȱKnockrahaȱAreaȱHistoricalȱandȱ

Heritageȱ Societyȱ toȱ Corkȱ Countyȱ Councilȱ requestingȱ theirȱ inclusionȱ asȱ protectedȱ

structuresȱ inȱ theȱCountyȱDevelopmentȱPlanȱ (dCDP14/1769).ȱWhileȱ acknowledgingȱ
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theȱmeritȱ ofȱ includingȱ ‘Singȱ Sing’ȱ andȱ ‘LibertyȱHall’,ȱBallynanelaghȱ bombȱ factoryȱ

wasȱnotȱincluded.ȱTheȱChiefȱExecutive’sȱReportȱprovidedȱtheȱfollowingȱresponseȱinȱ

relationȱtoȱtheȱfactory:ȱ

ȱ

‘Theȱexactȱconditionȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱhasȱnotȱbeenȱdetermined.ȱTheȱinformationȱonȱ

theȱBombȱFactoryȱisȱinconclusive.ȱ(ThereȱareȱcommemorativeȱplaquesȱonȱbothȱLibertyȱ

Hallȱ andȱ Singȱ Singȱ prison).’ȱ ȱ (CorkȱCountyȱDevelopmentȱPlanȱReview,ȱ 2014ȱ

Vol.ȱ2,ȱ186)ȱ

ȱ

TheȱKnockrahaȱAreaȱHistoricalȱ&ȱHeritageȱ Societyȱ hadȱ exploredȱ theȱ potentialȱ ofȱ

conductingȱaȱgeophysicalȱsurveyȱatȱtheȱsiteȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactory,ȱbutȱtheȱpresenceȱofȱaȱ

220kVȱ lineȱ immediatelyȱaboveȱ theȱ locationȱ isȱ likelyȱ toȱ interfereȱwithȱ theȱ resultsȱofȱ

prospection.ȱRubiconȱHeritageȱ ServicesȱLtdȱwasȱ appointedȱ toȱ assessȱ theȱ availableȱ

evidenceȱforȱtheȱsite’sȱformȱandȱlocationȱandȱpresentȱitȱinȱthisȱreport.ȱ

ȱ

2.1ȱ Theȱarchaeologicalȱenvironmentȱ(Figureȱ1)ȱ

ȱ

Ballynanelaghȱ townlandȱ containsȱ twoȱ recordedȱ monuments,ȱ bothȱ ofȱ whichȱ areȱ

locatedȱtoȱtheȱeastȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱandȱneitherȱofȱwhichȱareȱdirectlyȱassociatedȱ

withȱtheȱsite.ȱTheyȱareȱasȱfollows:ȱ

ȱ

CO064Ȭ065ȬȱBallynanelaghȬȱPossibleȱringfortȱ

Inȱpasture,ȱonȱSȬFacingȱslope.ȱShownȱasȱcircularȱenclosureȱ(diam.ȱc.ȱ40m)ȱonȱ1842ȱOSȱmap.ȱ

AccordingȱtoȱPowerȱ(1923,ȱ177)ȱ‘Theȱlios…hasȱdisappeared.ȱOnȱGleeson’sȱfarmȱthereȱwasȱaȱ

secondȱlios,ȱwhichȱalsoȱhasȱbeenȱlongȱsinceȱimprovedȱaway’.ȱLevelled,ȱnoȱvisibleȱsurfaceȱtraceȱ

(Powerȱ1994,ȱ127).ȱ

ȱ

ȱ

ȱ
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CO064Ȭ066ȬȱBallynanelaghȬȱStandingȱStoneȱ

Fieldȱ locallyȱknownȱasȱ ‘BanȱnaȱgCloch’ȱ field.ȱAccordingȱ toȱPowerȱ (1923,ȱ177),ȱ inȱ ‘Banȱnaȱ

gClochȬȱfieldȱofȱtheȱpillarȬstones….Onlyȱaȱsingleȱdallánȱnowȱsurvives;ȱthisȱstandsȱaboutȱ4ȱfeetȱ

byȱ2ȱfeet’.ȱNoȱvisibleȱsurfaceȱtraceȱ(Powerȱ1994,ȱ8).ȱ

ȱ

Thereȱareȱaȱnumberȱofȱotherȱrecordedȱmonumentsȱwithinȱc.ȱ1ȱkmȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱ

site,ȱasȱsetȱoutȱinȱTableȱ1ȱbelow.ȱȱ

ȱ

RECORDȱNO.ȱ TOWNLAND CLASSIFICATIONȱ

CO064Ȭ074ȱ Killeenaȱ RingfortȬrathȱ

CO064Ȭ073ȱ Killeenaȱ RingfortȬrathȱ

CO064Ȭ075ȱ Killeenaȱ Enclosureȱ

CO064Ȭ076ȱ Killeenaȱ Bullaunȱstoneȱ

CO064Ȭ078ȱ Ballinbrittigȱ RingfortȬrathȱ

CO064Ȭ079ȱ Ballinbrittigȱ RitualȱsiteȬȱholyȱwellȱ

CO064Ȭ028ȱ KnockrahaȱEastȱ RingfortȬȱrathȱ

CO064Ȭ029ȱ KnockrahaȱEastȱ Enclosureȱ

Tableȱ1.ȱRecordedȱmonumentsȱinȱc.ȱ1kmȱproximityȱtoȱbombȱfactoryȱsiteȱ

ȱ

Theȱ townlandȱ–ȱ inȱ IrishȱBaileȱnaȱnGeimhleachȬȱmayȱbeȱ thatȱ referredȱ toȱ inȱ1614ȱasȱ

‘Ballynnenymelagh’ȱ inȱ theȱ Calendarȱ ofȱ Patentȱ Rollsȱ ofȱ Jamesȱ I,ȱ andȱ itȱ appearsȱ

relativelyȱfrequentlyȱfromȱthisȱpointȱforwardȱ(www.logainm.ie).ȱȱ

ȱ

Theȱsiteȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱdoesȱnotȱcurrentlyȱenjoyȱanyȱarchaeologicalȱorȱheritageȱ

protection.ȱDespiteȱthis,ȱthereȱisȱsubstantialȱandȱconvincingȱevidenceȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱ

preciseȱ locationȱ ofȱ theȱ bombȱ factoryȱ withinȱ Ballynanelaghȱ andȱ documentaryȱ

evidenceȱasȱtoȱitsȱform.ȱThisȱevidenceȱisȱdiscussedȱinȱdetailȱinȱsectionȱ2.2ȱbelow.ȱ

ȱ



AnȱArchaeologicalȱAssessmentȱofȱtheȱKnockrahaȱBombȱFactoryȱ&ȱKnockraha’sȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱHeritageȱ

7ȱ
ȱ

2.2ȱ Evidenceȱforȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱ(Figureȱ3)ȱ

ȱ

TwoȱI.R.A.ȱbombȱfactoriesȱoperatedȱinȱKnockrahaȱduringȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependence.ȱ

OneȱwasȱrunȱbyȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigade,ȱwhileȱtheȱotherȬȱthatȱlocatedȱinȱBallynanelaghȬȱ

wasȱoperatedȱbyȱ theȱKnockrahaȱCompanyȱ (‘E’ȱCompany,ȱ4thȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱ

Brigade).ȱ Theseȱ factoriesȱ wereȱ intendedȱ toȱ produceȱ bombȱ casingsȱ (mainlyȱ forȱ

grenades)ȱwithȱtheȱexplosiveȱaddedȱatȱseparateȱlocations.ȱTheȱdocumentaryȱsourcesȱ

aboundȱwithȱreferencesȱtoȱtheseȱfactories.ȱMichaelȱWalsh,ȱaȱCaptainȱofȱ‘C’ȱCompany,ȱ

2ndȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱremembered:ȱ

ȱ

‘Earlyȱ inȱ1921,ȱ anȱ armedȱ raidȱwasȱ carriedȱ outȱ byȱ ourȱ companyȱ onȱMessrs.ȱFord’sȱ

Factory,ȱandȱaȱlargeȱquantityȱofȱpigȬironȱscrapȱironȱandȱmouldingȱsandȱtakenȱaway.ȱ

Thisȱ wasȱ broughtȱ byȱ usȱ toȱ Cobhȱ Junctionȱ whereȱ itȱ wasȱ handedȱ upȱ toȱ menȱ ofȱ

Knockrahaȱcompanyȱ (4thȱBattalion,ȱEastȱCork).ȱ InȱKnockrahaȱ (aboutȱ7ȱmilesȱ eastȱofȱ

Corkȱ city)ȱ thereȱwasȱ aȱ bombȱ factoryȱ operatedȱ byȱmenȱ ofȱ theȱKnockrahaȱCompanyȱ

underȱ theȱcommandȱofȱMartinȱCorry,ȱ theȱpresentȱFiannaȱFáilȱDáilȱdeputyȱ forȱEastȱ

Cork’ȱ(WSȱ1521ȱofȱMichaelȱWalsh).ȱ

ȱ

Seamusȱ Fitzgerald,ȱ ofȱ ‘A’ȱCompanyȱ (Cobh),ȱ 4thȱ Battalion,ȱCorkȱNo.1ȱ Brigadeȱ andȱ

T.D.ȱwasȱofficiallyȱplacedȱinȱchargeȱofȱtheȱBrigadeȱbombȱfactoryȱinȱKnockrahaȱduringȱ

theȱWarȱofȱIndependence.ȱHeȱstatedȱthatȱinȱadditionȱtoȱhisȱownȱbombȱfactoryȱthereȱ

wasȱ‘anȱindependentȱKnockrahaȱoneȱ[bombȱfactory]ȱwellȱoperatedȱbyȱNedȱFitzgerald’ȱ(WSȱ

1737ȱ ofȱ Seamusȱ Fitzgerald).ȱ Martinȱ Corryȱ elaboratedȱ onȱ theȱ originsȱ ofȱ theȱ

BallynanelaghȱbombȱfactoryȱduringȱtheȱinterviewsȱconductedȱbyȱJamesȱFitzgerald:ȱ

ȱ

‘Nedȱ Fitzȱ cameȱ homeȱ onȱ hisȱ Christmasȱ holidaysȱ toȱ Knockrahaȱ andȱ immediatelyȱ

reportedȱ toȱmeȱ forȱduty…Iȱ saidȱ toȱhimȱdropȱ overȱ toȱ theȱ factoryȱ thatȱwasȱgoingȱ inȱ

Blossomgroveȱ atȱ theȱ timeȱ [theȱ Brigadeȱ bombȱ factory,ȱ operatedȱ byȱ Seamusȱ

Fitzgerald]ȱ ȱ andȱhaveȱ aȱ lookȱ aroundȱ thereȱ andȱ seeȱ ifȱ youȱ canȱ findȱ anythingȱ toȱdoȱ
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ȱ

there.ȱHeȱwentȱoverȬȱheȱcameȱbackȱtoȱmeȱtheȱ followingȱday.ȱ“Martin”,ȱheȱsaid,ȱ“areȱ

youȱinȱaȱhurryȱwithȱthoseȱgrenades.’”ȱ“Iȱam”ȱsaysȱI,ȱ“inȱanȱawfulȱhurryȱwithȱthem”.ȱȱ

‘You’reȱnotȱgoingȱtoȱgetȱ‘emȱoutȱofȱthatȱfactory”ȱsaysȱhe.ȱ“Theȱbestȱthey’llȱbeȱableȱtoȱ

doȱouttaȱthat”,ȱheȱsaid,ȱ‘isȱaboutȱtwentyȱgrenadesȱaȱday,ȱforȱitsȱwronglyȱconstructed.”ȱ

Atȱtheȱtime,ȱtheȱBrigadeȱhadȱsuppliedȱmeȱwithȱaȱfourȱhorseȱpowerȱengine,ȱandȱaȱfan,ȱ

forȱgettingȱaȱproperȱblastȱ inȱ theȱ furnace.ȱAndȱ Iȱwasȱveryȱdisappointedȱatȱ this.ȱNedȱ

wentȱ off,ȱ [inaudible]ȱ Nedȱ doȱ onlyȱ goȱ overȱ toȱ Knockrahaȱ andȱ consultȱ withȱ theȱ

Knockrahaȱboys.ȱAndȱthenȱheȱcameȱbackȱtoȱme,ȱ“Martin”,ȱheȱsaid,ȱ“willȱyouȱgiveȱmeȱ

yourȱhouse”.ȱMyȱhouseȱatȱtheȱtimeȱconsistedȱofȱaȱdugȱoutȱunderȱDennyȱLynch’sȱfurzeȱ

breakȱandȱ thereȱwasȱ threeȱorȱ fourȱbunksȱ inȱ it.ȱ“Noȱmatter,ȱMartin”ȱheȱ said,ȱ ‘We’llȱ

makeȱoneȱforȱyou”ȱ–ȱandȱtheyȱdid.ȱAndȱIȱsaidȱ“youȱcanȱhaveȱit”ȱ[inaudible]ȱtoȱworkȱ

onȱ it.ȱHeȱ constructedȱ hisȱ ownȱ furnace,ȱ andȱ afterȱ tryingȱwithȱ twoȱ ofȱ theȱ ordinaryȱ

countryȱfireȱmachines,ȱheȱcouldn’tȱgetȱblastȱenoughȱoutȱofȱtheȱtwoȱfireȱmachinesȱforȱtoȱ

meltȱtheȱmetal.ȱSoȱheȱwentȱoffȱandȱheȱgotȬIȱsupposeȱIȱbetterȱsayȱheȱgotȱ‘emȱheȱdidn’tȱ

stealȱ‘emȱanywayȬȱheȱgotȱtwoȱmachinesȱforȱcuttingȱcabbage,ȱwithȱaȱbig,ȱbigȱwheelȱinȱ

‘emȱandȱheȱextendedȱtheȱaxleȱonȱtheȱwheelȱofȱtheȱ fireȱmachine,ȱandȱputȱaȱbigȱtimberȱ

pullyȱonȱtheȱendȱofȱitȱandȱhadȱaȱbeltȱonȱtheȱtimberȱpullyȱandȱaroundȱtheȱbigȱwheelȱofȱ

theȱcabbageȱmachineȱandȱwhenȱheȱgotȱtheȱtwoȱofȱthemȱgoingȱheȱgotȱblastȱenoughȱforȱtoȱ

runȱ theȱmetalȬȱ anyȱ amountȱ ofȱ it.ȱAndȱheȱproceededȱ onȱ that.ȱTheȱ resultȱwasȱ thatȱ aȱ

purelyȱ localȱ teamȱ ofȱ lads,ȱ theyȱwereȱ turningȱ outȱ 45ȱ grenadesȱ aȱ night,ȱwhilstȱ theȱ

Brigadeȱone,ȱasȱ theyȱusedȱ toȱ callȱ theȱoneȱ inȱBlossomgroveȱwasȱonlyȱableȱ toȱdoȬȱ theȱ

greatestȱnumberȱ theyȱwereȱ ableȱ toȱ reachȱwasȱ25.ȱAndȱ itȱ tookȱ ‘emȱ onlyȱ aȱ coupleȱ ofȱ

monthsȱwhenȱ theyȱ hadȱ anotherȱ dugoutȱ readyȱ forȱme’ȱ (Extractȱ transcribedȱ fromȱ

MartinȱCorryȱTapes).ȱ

ȱ

InȱadditionȱtoȱthisȱevidenceȱforȱtheȱexistenceȱofȱtheȱBallynanelaghȱbombȱfactoryȱthereȱ

isȱalsoȱ theȱhandȱwrittenȱaccountȱofȱNedȱFitzgerald,ȱ theȱmemberȱofȱ theȱKnockrahaȱ

Companyȱ responsibleȱ forȱdevisingȱ theȱbombȱ factory.ȱHeȱwroteȱhisȱ recollectionsȱ inȱ

1953,ȱwhichȱareȱcurrentlyȱinȱtheȱpossessionȱofȱhisȱnephew,ȱWilliamȱFitzgerald.ȱTheyȱ
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relateȱ howȱ theȱ bombȱ factoryȱwasȱ ‘situatedȱ byȱ aȱ bendȱ inȱ the…ȱ ditchȱ betweenȱ Patrickȱ

Fitzgerald’sȱ Farmȱ &ȱ Lynchesȱ neighbouringȱ farm.’ȱ ȱ Inȱ aȱ corroborationȱ ofȱ Corry’sȱ

statement,ȱheȱnotesȱhowȱ itȱhadȱpreviouslyȱbeenȱ ‘anȱundergroundȱ“dump”ȱ aȱ storeȱ forȱ

armsȱandȱammunition’ȱwhichȱheȱdescribedȱasȱaȱ‘deepȱnarrowȱhole.’ȱHisȱaccountȱrecordsȱ

howȱ Dennyȱ Lynch,ȱ ‘theȱ eldestȱ sonȱ ofȱ theȱ neighbouringȱ farm’ȱ andȱ theȱ Longsȱ wereȱ

enlistedȱ toȱ turnȱ thisȱ intoȱ aȱ bombȱ factory.ȱ Theȱ dumpȱwasȱ initiallyȱ coveredȱ inȱ byȱ

roofingȱitȱwithȱoldȱrailwayȱsleepersȱandȱearth,ȱintoȱwhichȱventsȱhadȱbeenȱplaced.ȱAllȱ

thisȱ wasȱ flushȱ withȱ theȱ ground.ȱ Fitzgerald’sȱ accountȱ includesȱ aȱ diagramȱ ofȱ theȱ

factory,ȱ completeȱwithȱmachineryȱ andȱ roofȱ andȱ aȱ descriptionȱ ofȱ howȱ theȱ systemȱ

operatedȱ(Plateȱ1)ȱ(NedȱFitzgeraldȱAccount,ȱ1953).ȱ

ȱ

DennyȱLynch’sȱfamilyȱfarmedȱtheȱlandȱinȱBallynanelaghȱtownland.ȱThisȱisȱconfirmedȱ

byȱtheȱ1911ȱCensus,ȱwhichȱrecordsȱfarmerȱWilliamȱLynchȱ(55),ȱhisȱwifeȱEllenȱ(45)ȱandȱ

theirȱfourȱchildrenȱ livingȱ inȱBallynanelaghȱalongȱwithȱWilliam’sȱbrotherȱDenisȱ(53).ȱ

Theȱeldestȱson,ȱDenisȱ(Denny)ȱwasȱ12ȱatȱtheȱtimeȱ(CensusȱofȱIreland,ȱ1911).ȱPatrickȱ

FitzgeraldȱfarmedȱtheȱlandȱinȱKnockrahaȱEastȱtownland,ȱalsoȱconfirmedȱbyȱtheȱ1911ȱ

Censusȱwhichȱ recordsȱ farmerȱ Patrickȱ Fitzgeraldȱ (48),ȱ hisȱwifeȱMargretȱ (46)ȱ alongȱ

withȱtheirȱsixȱchildrenȱandȱthreeȱservants.ȱOneȱofȱtheirȱchildrenȱwasȱNedȱFitzgerald,ȱ

whoȱwouldȱ eventuallyȱ establishȱ theȱ factory,ȱ thenȱ agedȱnineȱ (Ibid.).ȱTheȱboundaryȱ

betweenȱ theȱ twoȱ farmsȱ wasȱ (andȱ remains)ȱ theȱ townlandȱ boundaryȱ betweenȱ

KnockrahaȱEastȱandȱBallynanelagh.ȱTheȱfactoryȱitselfȱwasȱaccessedȱthroughȱtheȱditchȱ

fromȱtheȱKnockrahaȱEastȱside,ȱwithȱtheȱundergroundȱportionȱonȱtheȱLynchȱfarmȱinȱ

Ballynanelagh.ȱ IndeedȱNedȱdescribesȱ theȱbombȱ factoryȱ asȱ ‘KnockrahaȱEast’ȱ inȱhisȱ

account.ȱ Cartographicȱ analysisȱ revealsȱ thatȱ thereȱ isȱ onlyȱ oneȱ locationȱ alongȱ thisȱ

boundaryȱthatȱmatchesȱtheȱdescriptionȱprovidedȱbyȱNedȱFitzgerald,ȱandȱitȱisȱtheȱsiteȱ

ofȱaȱnotableȱkinkȱinȱtheȱtownlandȱboundaryȱlineȱthatȱisȱpresentȱfromȱatȱleastȱtheȱ1842ȱ

Ordnanceȱ Surveyȱmappingȱ andȱwhichȱ stillȱ survivesȱ today.ȱBasedȱ onȱ theȱ primaryȱ

evidenceȱthereȱcanȱbeȱ littleȱdoubtȱthatȱthisȱ isȱtheȱexactȱ locationȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱ

runȱbyȱtheȱKnockrahaȱCompanyȱinȱBallynanelaghȱ(Plateȱ2)ȱ(Figureȱ3).ȱȱ
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ȱ

ThatȱthisȱsiteȱonȱtheȱtownlandȱboundaryȱbetweenȱKnockrahaȱEastȱandȱBallynanelaghȱ

isȱtheȱpreciseȱlocationȱofȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱisȱfurtherȱcorroboratedȱbyȱtheȱeffortsȱofȱtheȱ

KnockrahaȱAreaȱHistoricalȱ&ȱHeritageȱSociety.ȱLocalȱhistorianȱJamesȱFitzgeraldȱwasȱ

personallyȱ shownȱ theȱ siteȱ byȱ Dennyȱ Lynch,ȱwhoȱ helpedȱ inȱ itsȱ constructionȱ andȱ

operation,ȱ andȱ Patsyȱ Higgins,ȱ whoȱ hadȱ aȱ brotherȱ whoȱ workedȱ inȱ theȱ factory.ȱ

AdditionallyȱWilliamȱFitzgeraldȱwasȱalsoȱtoldȱthisȱwasȱtheȱlocationȱofȱtheȱfactoryȱbyȱ

hisȱfather,ȱMartinȱFitzgerald,ȱaȱmemberȱofȱKnockrahaȱCompanyȱwhoȱworkedȱinȱtheȱ

factoryȱandȱbrotherȱofȱNedȱFitzgerald,ȱwhoȱestablishedȱit.ȱȱ

ȱ

Furtherȱdetailsȱ asȱ toȱ theȱ formȱ ofȱ theȱ bombȱ factoryȱ areȱprovidedȱ Jamesȱ Fitzgeraldȱ

basedȱ onȱ interviewsȱ withȱ thoseȱ involved.ȱ Itȱ wasȱ someȱ 35ȱ feetȱ longȱ andȱ

approximatelyȱ8ȱ feetȱwide,ȱwithȱ theȱholeȱ itselfȱbeingȱdugȱ toȱaȱdepthȱofȱ9ȱ feet.ȱTheȱ

earthȱthatȱwasȱremovedȱwasȱdrawnȱawayȱtoȱaȱfurzeȬbrakeȱonȱtheȱLynchȱfarm,ȱallȱpartȱ

ofȱaȱprocessȱthatȱtookȱthreeȱweeksȱtoȱcomplete.ȱSurmountingȱtheȱsleepersȱthatȱservedȱ

asȱ theȱ factory’sȱroofȱwasȱ twoȱ feetȱofȱearthȱandȱsod.ȱ ȱTheȱentranceȱatȱ theȱFitzgeraldȱ

sideȱofȱtheȱditchȱslopedȱdownȱintoȱtheȱfactoryȱandȱwasȱbigȱenoughȱforȱaȱmanȱtoȱcreepȱ

through.ȱThisȱentranceȱwasȱhiddenȱbyȱaȱswingingȱ trapȬdoorȱ thatȱwasȱconcealedȱ inȱ

theȱditchȬlineȱ(Fitzgeraldȱ2005,ȱ95Ȭ6)ȱ(Plateȱ3).ȱȱ

ȱ

Theȱ factoryȱ remainedȱ inȱoperationȱ throughoutȱ theȱWarȱofȱ Independence,ȱwithȱ sixȱ

menȱnecessaryȱtoȱkeepȱitȱfunctioning.ȱDuringȱtheȱperiodȱofȱtheȱTruceȱtheȱequipmentȱ

wasȱmovedȱoverȱgroundȱasȱproductionȱcontinued,ȱpresumablyȱtoȱtakeȱadvantageȱofȱ

anȱopportunityȱ toȱworkȱ inȱsaferȱandȱmoreȱcomfortableȱsurroundings.ȱSometimeȱ inȱ

1921ȱtheȱequipmentȱwasȱdestroyedȱbyȱunknownȱparties.ȱTheȱbombȱfactoryȱremainedȱ

extantȱforȱaȱnumberȱofȱyearsȱfollowingȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependence,ȱbutȱafterȱtheȱLynchȱ

farmȱwasȱsoldȱtoȱDenisȱCollinsȱitȱwasȱfilledȱin,ȱasȱitȱpresentedȱaȱdangerȱtoȱlivestockȱ

(Ibid,ȱ101).ȱ

ȱ
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TheȱFitzgeraldȱ familyȱstillȱ liveȱonȱ theȱsiteȱofȱ theȱFitzgeraldȱ farmhouseȱandȱretainȱaȱ

significantȱnumberȱofȱhistoricȱobjectsȱthatȱdirectlyȱrelateȱtoȱtheȱoperationȱofȱtheȱbombȱ

factory.ȱTheseȱ includeȱ aȱ largeȱmetalȱ troughȱusedȱ inȱ conjunctionȱwithȱ theȱ grenadeȱ

mouldsȱ(Plateȱ4),ȱoneȱofȱtheȱmouldsȱthemselvesȱ(Plateȱ5),ȱandȱaȱcrucibleȱconstructedȱ

fromȱpartȱofȱaȱteaȬpotȱ(Plateȱ6).ȱThereȱalsoȱexistsȱaȱphotographȱofȱtheȱmenȱinvolvedȱinȱ

theȱfactoryȱoperation,ȱstandingȱwithȱtheȱequipmentȱtheyȱused.ȱIncludedȱinȱthisȱimageȱ

areȱMickȱHiggins,ȱDinȱBowen,ȱMartinȱCorryȱandȱDennyȱLynchȱ(Plateȱ7).ȱInȱadditionȱ

toȱthis,ȱtheȱFitzgeraldȱfamilyȱalsoȱpossessȱaȱsilverȱpresentationȱwatchȱgivenȱtoȱNed,ȱ

inscribed:ȱ

ȱ

TOȱ

E.ȱFITZGERALDȱ

FORȱSPECIALȱSERVICESȱ

FROMȱ

E.ȱCO.ȱ

KNOCKRAHAȱ

XMASȱ1921ȱ(Plateȱ8)ȱ

ȱ

Withȱ noȱ doubtȱ asȱ toȱ theȱ locationȱ ofȱ theȱ Ballynanelaghȱ bombȱ factory,ȱ theȱ onlyȱ

questionȱmarkȱwhichȱremainsȱrelatesȱtoȱtheȱlevelȱofȱarchaeologicalȱsurvival.ȱItȱisȱnotȱ

knownȱhowȱDenisȱCollinsȱwentȱaboutȱ fillingȱ inȱ theȱsite,ȱbutȱ itȱseemsȱunlikelyȱ thatȱ

whateverȱmethodȱheȱemployedȱwouldȱhaveȱremovedȱallȱtraceȱofȱsuchȱaȱsubstantialȱ

structure.ȱ Itȱ isȱ thereforeȱ probableȱ thatȱ thereȱ areȱ archaeologicalȱ remainsȱ whichȱ

surviveȱrelateȱtoȱtheȱsite.ȱȱWhatȱofȱtheirȱsignificance?ȱDespiteȱtheȱfactȱthatȱtheȱWarȱofȱ

Independenceȱoccurredȱlessȱthanȱaȱcenturyȱago,ȱtheȱfailureȱtoȱprotectȱtheseȱsitesȱhasȱ

seenȱsubstantialȱamountsȱofȱthisȱheritageȱdestroyed.ȱRecentȱlandscapingȱworksȱatȱtheȱ

Kilmichaelȱ Ambushȱ siteȱ inȱ Co.ȱ Cork,ȱ whichȱ haveȱ seriouslyȱ impactedȱ survivingȱ

archaeology,ȱ areȱ aȱ caseȱ inȱ point.ȱ Theȱ archaeologicalȱ landscapeȱ ofȱ theȱ Warȱ ofȱ

Independenceȱ isȱoneȱ thatȱhasȱyetȱ toȱbeȱ substantivelyȱ exploredȱ andȱ isȱanȱ areaȱ thatȱ
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requiresȱdetailedȱandȱurgentȱattention.ȱIndeed,ȱitȱcouldȱbeȱarguedȱthatȱtheȱrarityȱandȱ

importanceȱofȱlocationsȱsuchȱasȱtheȱKnockrahaȱbombȱfactoryȱareȱlikelyȱtoȱfarȱexceedȱ

thatȱofȱmanyȱofȱ theȱ fullyȱarchaeologicallyȱprotectedȱ sitesȱ locatedȱ inȱ theȱ immediateȱ

hinterland;ȱ whereasȱ thereȱ areȱ tensȱ ofȱ thousandsȱ ofȱ examplesȱ ofȱ ringforts,ȱ forȱ

example,ȱthereȱareȱexceptionallyȱfewȱlocationsȱassociatedȱwithȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱ

bombȱproduction.ȱ Itȱ isȱalsoȱworthȱnotingȱ thatȱ theȱkinkȱ inȱ theȱ townlandȱboundaryȱ

whichȱwasȱutilisedȱforȱtheȱbombȱfactoryȱisȱsomewhatȱunusual,ȱandȱitȱmayȱbeȱthatȱitȱisȱ

itselfȱ archaeologicalȱ inȱ origin,ȱ suggestingȱ thatȱ earlierȱ archaeologicalȱ remainsȱmayȱ

alsoȱbeȱencounteredȱonȱ theȱ site.ȱ Itȱ isȱnotȱ implausibleȱ thatȱaȱ siteȱ suchȱasȱ souterrainȱ

(oftenȱ referredȱ toȱ simplyȱ asȱ ‘holes’ȱ orȱ ‘caves’ȱ inȱ theȱ past)ȱmayȱ haveȱ beenȱwhatȱ

initiallyȱattractedȱtheȱmenȱtoȱthisȱlocation.ȱ

ȱ

ThisȱreportȱrecommendsȱthatȱtheȱsiteȱofȱtheȱBallynanelaghȱbombȱfactoryȱbeȱprotectedȱ

andȱthatȱconsiderationȱbeȱgivenȱtoȱpublicȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱlocation,ȱperhapsȱasȱpartȱofȱaȱ

Warȱofȱ IndependenceȱTrailȱ (discussedȱ inȱmoreȱdetailȱ inȱSectionȱ 3.3ȱbelow).ȱ Ifȱ anyȱ

worksȱareȱnecessaryȱatȱ theȱsite,ȱ theyȱshouldȱonlyȱbeȱconsideredȱ followingȱdetailedȱ

archaeologicalȱ investigation,ȱ upȱ toȱ anȱ includingȱ fullȱ licensedȱ archaeologicalȱ

excavation.ȱ

ȱ

3ȱ KNOCKRAHA’SȱWARȱOFȱINDEPENDENCEȱHERITAGEȱȱ

ȱ

TheȱsecondȱelementȱofȱthisȱreportȱseeksȱtoȱassessȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱheritageȱ

ofȱKnockrahaȱasȱaȱwhole,ȱtherebyȱplacingȱtheȱBallynanelaghȱbombȱfactoryȱinȱitsȱlocalȱ

andȱregionalȱcontextȱandȱidentifyingȱaȱnumberȱofȱotherȱsitesȱofȱsignificantȱhistorical,ȱ

archaeologicalȱandȱheritageȱimportance.ȱItȱwillȱalsoȱputȱforwardȱpotentialȱavenuesȱofȱ

furtherȱresearchȱandȱhowȱanȱeducationalȱandȱ tourismȱofferingȱmightȱbeȱdevelopedȱ

basedȱaroundȱthisȱconflictȱarchaeologicalȱlandscape.ȱȱ

ȱ

ȱ
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3.1ȱ Knockraha’sȱRoleȱinȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱȱ

ȱ

KnockrahaȱwasȱneverȱtheȱsceneȱofȱmajorȱengagementsȱwithȱCrownȱforcesȱduringȱtheȱ

WarȱofȱIndependence.ȱItsȱpositionȱasȱaȱ‘quiet’ȱareaȱwasȱfarȱfromȱaccidental.ȱRatherȱitȱ

wasȱ partȱ ofȱ anȱ intentionalȱ strategyȱ byȱ theȱ I.R.A.ȱ ofȱCorkȱNo.ȱ 1ȱ Brigadeȱ toȱ avoidȱ

suspicionȱfallingȱonȱtheȱlocality,ȱallowingȱitȱtoȱbeȱutilisedȱasȱaȱlogisticalȱbaseȱforȱtheȱ

Brigade.ȱThatȱ thisȱwasȱaȱstrategicȱdecisionȱ isȱborneȱoutȱbyȱ theȱresearchȱofȱDr.ȱ Johnȱ

Borgonovo,ȱaȱhistorianȱbasedȱinȱU.C.C.:ȱ

ȱ

‘CorkȱNumberȱOneȱBrigadeȱ forbadeȱattacksȱonȱ theȱCrownȱForcesȱ inȱ theȱKnockrahaȱ

area.ȱFromȱtheȱperspectiveȱofȱCrownȱForcesȱreports,ȱtherefore,ȱthisȱparishȱwasȱoneȱofȱ

theȱ mostȱ inactiveȱ inȱ Countyȱ Cork.ȱ Itsȱ importanceȱ asȱ anȱ I.R.A.ȱ baseȱ cannotȱ beȱ

understoodȱfromȱstatisticalȱanalysisȱofȱBritishȱmaterial,ȱreflectingȱtheȱshortcomingsȱofȱ

suchȱmethodologyȱinȱaȱguerrillaȱconflictȱoftenȱcomposedȱofȱundocumentedȱforcesȱandȱ

actions’ȱ(Borgonovoȱȱ2010,ȱ214).ȱ

ȱ

3.1.1ȱBombȱFactoriesȱ

ȱ

Thereȱ isȱ ampleȱdocumentaryȱ evidenceȱ toȱ suggestȱKnockraha’sȱkeyȱ importanceȱ forȱ

I.R.A.ȱ operationsȱ inȱ Corkȱ Cityȱ andȱ Eastȱ Cork.ȱ Asȱ notedȱ above,ȱ apartȱ fromȱ theȱ

BallynanelaghȱbombȱfactoryȱitȱwasȱalsoȱtheȱlocationȱofȱaȱBrigadeȱbombȱfactory.ȱThisȱ

wasȱoperatedȱbyȱSeamusȱFitzgerald:ȱ

ȱ

‘InȱJanuaryȱ[1921]ȱIȱdecidedȱtoȱgoȱbackȱtoȱmyȱ4thȱBattalionȱareaȱandȱcontactedȱDavidȱ

O’Brienȱwhoȱwasȱ onȱhisȱ safeȱ keepingȱ inȱEȱCompanyȱ areaȱ atȱKnockraha,ȱwhereȱweȱ

arranged,ȱ underȱ instructionsȱ fromȱ theȱ brigade,ȱ toȱ setȱ upȱ andȱ operateȱ aȱ brigadeȱ

foundryȱunitȱforȱtheȱmanufactureȱofȱbombȱcases.ȱAllȱthisȱworkȱtookȱupȱfullȱtimeȱdutiesȱ

toȱtheȱendȱofȱMarchȱandȱtheȱunitȱcomprisedȱDavidȱO’Brien,ȱCharlieȱReidȱ(moulder)ȱ

andȱmyself.ȱWeȱwereȱ lookedȱuponȱbyȱ theȱbrigadeȱasȱaȱ specialȱunit,ȱ engagedȱonȱ fullȱ
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timeȱwork,ȱ andȱwereȱ paidȱ 30/Ȭȱ aȱweekȱ forȱmaintenance.ȱTheȱ foundryȱ buildingȱwasȱ

builtȱinȱaȱsteepȱravineȱtoȱtheȱwestȱofȱKnockraha,ȱwithȱaȱsmallȱstreamȱrunningȱunderȱ

theȱfloor,ȱwhichȱlatterȱhadȱtoȱbeȱsubstantiallyȱmade.ȱTheȱroofȱwasȱcamouflaged,ȱasȱtheȱ

areaȱaroundȱwasȱhuntedȱatȱtimesȱbyȱtheȱFoxhoundsȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱHunt.ȱTheȱfurnaceȱ

wasȱbuiltȱwithȱplatesȱspeciallyȱmadeȱforȱusȱatȱRushbrookeȱDockyard,ȱand,ȱafterȱmanyȱ

failures,ȱweȱeventuallyȱsucceededȱinȱmakingȱaȱlargeȱnumberȱofȱfinishedȱbombȱcasesȱinȱ

sandȱmouldsȱ andȱ specialȱ chillȱmoulds,ȱ deliveredȱ theȱ bombȱ casesȱ inȱ sacksȱ toȱ specialȱ

brigadeȱ couriers.ȱWeȱworkedȱ dayȱ andȱ night,ȱ andȱ sleptȱ inȱ neighbouringȱ barnsȱ andȱ

sometimesȱinȱdugȬoutsȱinȱtheȱopen.ȱȱ

WeȱwereȱhelpedȱinȱthisȱworkȱbyȱmenȱfromȱEȱCompany,ȱincludingȱMartinȱCorry,ȱwhoȱ

wasȱunderȱstrictȱordersȱtoȱkeepȱhisȱcompanyȱunitȱfreeȱfromȱotherȱactiveȱserviceȱandȱsoȱ

avoidȱ Crownȱ Forceȱ activityȱ inȱ theȱ area.ȱDespiteȱ this,ȱ itȱwasȱ apparentȱ thatȱ Capt.ȱ

Geary,ȱ aȱ Britishȱ Intelligenceȱ Officerȱ atȱ Collinsȱ Barracks,ȱ hadȱ someȱ knowledgeȱ ofȱ

activityȱ inȱ theȱ area,ȱ asȱweȱwereȱ raidedȱ byȱ Crownȱ Forcesȱ onȱmanyȱ occasionsȱ andȱ

surroundedȱbyȱlorriesȱandȱarmouredȱcarsȬȱ5ȱtimesȱduringȱtheȱfortnightȱprecedingȱtheȱ

Truce,ȱwhenȱweȱwereȱunderȱ fireȱ onȱ oneȱ occasion.ȱAlthoughȱweȱ continuedȱ toȱ carryȱ

riflesȱforȱprotectionȱallȱtheȱtime,ȱweȱdidȱnotȱreturnȱfire,ȱsoȱthatȱtheȱfoundryȱunitȱandȱ

ourselvesȱ successfullyȱ avoidedȱ captureȱ upȱ toȱ theȱ Truce’ȱ (WSȱ 1737ȱ ofȱ Seamusȱ

Fitzgerald).ȱ

ȱ

TheȱestablishmentȱofȱthisȱBrigadeȱbombȱfactoryȱinȱKnockrahaȱhadȱelicitedȱsignificantȱ

effortȱonȱbehalfȱofȱtheȱ4thȱBattalionȱinȱorderȱtoȱgetȱitȱupȱandȱrunning.ȱCaptainȱMichaelȱ

J.ȱBurkeȱofȱ ‘A’ȱ (Cobh)ȱCompany,ȱ4thȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱdescribedȱaȱraidȱ

onȱRushbrookeȱDocksȱinȱorderȱtoȱgarnerȱsuppliesȱforȱit:ȱ

ȱ

‘lateȱ inȱ theȱ yearȱ 1920ȱ aȱpartyȱ ofȱ twentyȬfiveȱmenȱ fromȱ theȱCobhȱCompanyȱ

seizedȱRushbrookeȱDocksȱ andȱplacedȱ theȱwatchmenȱ andȱ aboutȱ tenȱofficialsȱ

underȱ armedȱ guard.ȱ Armedȱ sentriesȱ wereȱ alsoȱ placedȱ atȱ vantageȱ pointsȱ

aroundȱtheȱdockyard.ȱManyȱofȱtheȱmenȱwereȱcompetentȱtradesmen,ȱi.e.ȱshipȬ
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wrightsȱandȱ fittersȱ trainedȱ inȱHaulbowlineȱandȱRushbrooke.ȱTheȱmachineryȱ

wasȱgotȱgoingȱandȱ theȱmenȱ setȱ toȱmakingȱaȱ furnaceȱ forȱ theȱmanufactureȱofȱ

handȱ grenades.ȱ Theȱmenȱworkedȱ fromȱ 9ȱ p.m.ȱ toȱ 2ȱ a.m,ȱwhenȱ theȱ jobȱwasȱ

completed.ȱ Theȱ furnaceȱ wasȱ deliveredȱ toȱ theȱ brigadeȱ grenadeȱ dugȬoutȱ atȱ

Knockraha,ȱEastȱCork’ȱ(WSȱ1424ȱofȱMichaelȱJ.ȱBurke).ȱ

ȱ

Similarlyȱ Edwardȱ Moloney,ȱ theȱ ‘Governor’ȱ ofȱ Singȱ Singȱ andȱ memberȱ ofȱ theȱ

Knockrahaȱ Companyȱ recalledȱ theȱ effortsȱ heȱmadeȱ toȱ supportȱ theȱ Brigadeȱ bombȱ

factory.ȱ Aȱ blacksmithȱ withȱ aȱ forgeȱ inȱ theȱ village,ȱ hisȱ facilitiesȱ wereȱ ofȱ use.ȱ Heȱ

recalledȱhowȱheȱ‘workedȱwithȱtheȱBrigadeȱbelowȱinȱtheȱforgeȱaboutȱhalfȱaȱmile,ȱandȱIȱgaveȱ

themȱtheȱ forgeȱwhileȱtheyȱwereȱmakingȱaȱchimney.ȱAndȱwhenȱtheyȱhadȱitȱmadeȱtheyȱtookȱitȱ

awayȱ toȱ theȱ fields.’ȱHeȱalsoȱ statedȱ thatȱ theȱveryȱ firstȱbombȱwasȱ inȱ factȱmadeȱ inȱhisȱ

forge:ȱ‘Iȱwasȱthereȱ[atȱtheȱforge]ȱtheȱfirstȱnightȱaȱbombȱwasȱmade,ȱwithȱMickȱLeahyȱ[ViceȬ

CommandantȱofȱCorkȱNo.ȱ 1ȱBrigade],ȱ andȱ Iȱ gotȱ aȱ pieceȱ ofȱ itȱ andȱ beȱ gotȱ aȱ pieceȱ ofȱ it’ȱ

(EdwardȱMoloneyȱPensionȱApplication).ȱ

ȱȱ

Theȱ importanceȱ theȱbombȱ factoriesȱheldȱ isȱevidencedȱ inȱcorrespondenceȱrelatingȱ toȱ

theȱmilitaryȱpensionsȱboardȱinȱ1935.ȱWhenȱaȱnumberȱofȱthoseȱwhoȱhadȱservedȱinȱtheȱ

Ballynanelaghȱbombȱ factoryȱandȱ theȱBrigadeȱbombȱ factoryȱsoughtȱpensionsȱ (Denisȱ

Lynch,ȱ Johnȱ Long,ȱ Patrickȱ Fitzgerald,ȱ JamesȱMurphy,ȱMartinȱ Fitzgerald,ȱWilliamȱ

SheehanȱandȱMichaelȱBurke)ȱaȱ requestȱwasȱ sentȱ toȱTomȱCroftsȱ requestingȱ thatȱheȱ

‘submitȱaȱdetailedȱstatementȱregardingȱtheȱGrenadeȱFactoriesȱwhichȱareȱstatedȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱ

establishedȱ inȱ theȱ 4thȱ Battn.ȱ Area,ȱ Corkȱ Iȱ Brigade,ȱ duringȱ theȱ Blackȱ andȱ Tanȱ period,ȱ

indicatingȬȱ (a)ȱ theȱnamesȱ (andȱaddressesȱ ifȱpossible)ȱofȱ thoseȱwhoȱwereȱengagedȱwholeȱ timeȱ

therein;ȱ(b)ȱtheȱnatureȱofȱtheȱworkȱonȱwhichȱeachȱwasȱengaged.’ȱ(MA/MSPC/RO/31)ȱ

ȱ

ȱ

ȱ
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3.1.2ȱBattalionȱDepotȱAreaȱ

ȱ

Knockraha’sȱimportanceȱtoȱtheȱI.R.A.ȱeffortȱextendedȱwellȱbeyondȱitsȱutilisationȱasȱaȱ

locationȱ forȱ bombȱ production.ȱ Itȱ alsoȱ seemsȱ toȱ haveȱ performedȱ functionsȱ asȱ aȱ

Battalionȱdepotȱarea.ȱ JosephȱAherne,ȱCaptainȱofȱ ‘B’ȱ (Midleton)ȱCompanyȱofȱ theȱ4thȱ

Battalion,ȱ CorkȱNo.ȱ 1ȱ Brigade,ȱ recalledȱ howȱ afterȱ anȱ ambushȱ ‘weȱ handedȱ overȱ theȱ

capturedȱ armsȱ toȱ Lt.ȱ Fitzgerald,ȱ Ballinbrittas,ȱ Knockrahaȱ Company,ȱ andȱ returnedȱ toȱ

Midleton…’ȱ (WSȱ 1367ȱ ofȱ Josephȱ Aherne).ȱ Theȱ 4thȱ Battalionȱ Officerȱ Commanding,ȱ

Diarmuidȱ Hurley,ȱ wasȱ alsoȱ regularlyȱ toȱ beȱ foundȱ inȱ Knockraha.ȱMichaelȱ Burkeȱ

recalledȱhowȱheȱ‘walkedȱtoȱKnockraha,ȱeightȱmilesȱtoȱtheȱeast,ȱwhereȱIȱcontactedȱDiarmuidȱ

Hurley,ȱO/Cȱofȱ theȱ4thȱBattalion,ȱandȱ toldȱhimȱofȱ theȱsuccessȱofȱmyȱmission’ȱ (WSȱ1424ȱofȱ

MichaelȱJ.ȱBurke)ȱwhileȱJosephȱAherneȱrelatedȱreceivingȱ ‘aȱmessageȱ fromȱHurleyȱ[theȱ

O.C.]ȱstatingȱthatȱheȱwantedȱtoȱseeȱmeȱandȱthatȱheȱwasȱstayingȱatȱLt.ȱFitzgerald’sȱhouseȱatȱ

BallinbrittasȱnearȱKnockraha’ȱ(WSȱ1367ȱofȱJosephȱAherne).ȱ

ȱ

3.1.3ȱFormationȱofȱFlyingȱColumnȱ

ȱ

Whenȱaȱdecisionȱwasȱmadeȱ toȱ formȱaȱ4thȱBattalionȱFlyingȱColumn,ȱKnockrahaȱwasȱ

onceȱ againȱ theȱ locationȱ selected.ȱ ȱ Patrickȱ J.ȱ Whelan,ȱ Viceȱ Commandantȱ ofȱ theȱ

battalionȱrelates:ȱ

ȱ

‘InȱtheȱmonthȱofȱSeptemberȱ1920,ȱtheȱideaȱofȱformingȱflyingȱcolumnsȱwasȱconceivedȱinȱ

theȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱbrigadeȱarea.ȱTheseȱcolumnsȱwereȱtoȱbeȱcomprisedȱofȱmenȱalreadyȱonȱ

theȱrun,ȱorȱwhoȱwereȱconsideredȱtoȱbeȱinȱdangerȱofȱarrest.ȱDiarmuidȱHurley,ȱwhoȱhadȱ

beenȱonȱtheȱrunȱandȱwhoȱbeenȱoutȱofȱtheȱareaȱforȱsomeȱtime,ȱreturnedȱtoȱcommandȱtheȱ

4thȱbattalionȱ flyingȱcolumn.ȱMickȱLeahy,ȱbattalionȱO/C,ȱconferredȱwithȱHurleyȱasȱtoȱ

theȱcolumn’sȱformation,ȱandȱonȱ1stȱOctober,ȱ1920,ȱIȱwasȱorderedȱbyȱMickȱtoȱchuckȱmyȱ

jobȱ withȱ theȱ Midletonȱ Engineeringȱ Works,ȱ andȱ reportȱ toȱ Diarmuidȱ Hurleyȱ atȱ

KnockrahaȱforȱwholeȬtimeȱdutyȱwithȱtheȱcolumn’ȱ(WSȱ1449ȱofȱPatrickȱJ.ȱWhelan).ȱ
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ȱ

Josephȱ Aherne,ȱ Captainȱ ofȱ theȱ Midletonȱ Companyȱ confirmedȱ thatȱ theȱ Flyingȱ

Column’sȱ‘firstȱcampȱwasȱsituatedȱinȱKnockrahaȱinȱaȱdisusedȱfarmhouse.ȱWeȱremainedȱthereȱ

forȱ aȱ fewȱweeksȱ andȱ thenȱmovedȱ onȱ toȱShanagarry’ȱ (WSȱ 1367ȱofȱ JosephȱAherne).ȱ Johnȱ

Kelleher,ȱLieutenantȱofȱ‘B’ȱ(Midleton)ȱCompanyȱofȱ4thȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigade,ȱ

elaboratedȱonȱKnockraha’sȱroleȱinȱtheȱColumnȱformation:ȱ

ȱ

‘…Theseȱmenȱ constitutedȱ theȱnucleusȱ ofȱ theȱEastȱCorkȱFlyingȱColumnȱwhichȱwasȱ

formedȱ aboutȱ lateȱ September,ȱ 1920…Theȱ firstȱ headquartersȱ ofȱ theȱColumnȱwasȱ atȱ

Knockrahaȱ aboutȱ fourȱorȱ fiveȱmilesȱnorthȱ ofȱCarrigtwohill.ȱHere,ȱ aȱ fewȱmembersȱ ofȱ

Midleton,ȱ Knockrahaȱ andȱ otherȱ Companiesȱ wentȱ forȱ trainingȱ atȱ weekȬends.ȱ Theȱ

trainingȱ coursesȱwereȱ conductedȱ byȱ PhilȱHydeȱ andȱ Tomȱ Buckley,ȱ bothȱ exȬBritishȱ

Armyȱmen.ȱAfterȱsixȱweeksȱorȱso,ȱtheȱColumnȱmovedȱtoȱtheȱLadysbridgeȱarea…’ȱ(WSȱ

1456ȱofȱJohnȱKelleher).ȱ

ȱ

Theȱdecisionȱ toȱ formȱ theȱColumnȱ inȱKnockrahaȱandȱ toȱcarryȱoutȱ itsȱ initialȱ trainingȱ

thereȱ isȱofȱextremeȱsignificance,ȱasȱ itȱhighlightsȱ justȱwhatȱaȱcentralȱ roleȱKnockrahaȱ

playedȱinȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱtheȱguerrillaȱwarȱinȱEastȱCork.ȱItȱfunctionedȱnotȱonlyȱ

asȱaȱsupplyȱandȱproductionȱcentre,ȱbutȱalsoȱasȱaȱtrainingȱlocationȱandȱperhapsȱmostȱ

importantlyȱaȱ‘safe’ȱarea.ȱ

ȱ

3.1.4ȱȱSafeȱHousesȱ&ȱPointȱofȱRetreatȱ

ȱ

TheȱfactȱthatȱKnockrahaȱwasȱbeingȱkeptȱintentionallyȱquietȱmeantȱthatȱitȱwasȱidealȱasȱ

aȱ safeȱ areaȱ andȱ pointȱ ofȱ retreat.ȱ PatrickȱWhelan,ȱ 4thȱ BattalionȱViceȬCommandant,ȱ

particularlyȱ notedȱ theȱ valueȱ ofȱ theȱ Fitzgeraldȱ farmhouseȱ inȱ Ballinbrittigȱ andȱ

Canavan’sȱ pubȱ inȱKnockrahaȱ village,ȱ notingȱ thatȱ theyȱwereȱ localsȱwhoȱ providedȱ

foodȱ andȱ boardȱ toȱ theȱ FlyingȱColumnȱ (WSȱ 1449ȱ ofȱ Patrickȱ J.ȱWhelan).ȱAfterȱ oneȱ

incidentȱwhereȱ itȱ becameȱ necessaryȱ toȱ abandonȱ anȱ ambush,ȱ FrancisȱHealyȱ ofȱ ‘D’ȱ
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Company,ȱ4thȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigade,ȱ issuedȱordersȱtoȱ ‘abandonȱtheȱplaceȱ[theȱ

ambushȱsite]ȱ immediately,ȱdumpȱallȱarmsȱandȱequipmentȱandȱretreatȱ towardsȱKnockraha’ȱ

(WSȱ1694ȱofȱFrancisȱHealy).ȱ

ȱ

PerhapsȱtheȱmostȱtellingȱevidenceȱofȱKnockraha’sȱroleȱinȱthisȱregardȱwereȱtheȱactionsȱ

ofȱtheȱColumnȱinȱtheȱimmediateȱaftermathȱofȱtheȱClonmultȱAmbush,ȱtheȱdisastrousȱ

reverseȱwhichȱleftȱ12ȱvolunteersȱdeadȱinȱwhatȱwasȱtheȱworstȱlossȱofȱlifeȱsustainedȱbyȱ

theȱ I.R.A.ȱ inȱaȱ singleȱ eventȱduringȱ theȱWarȱofȱ Independence.ȱOnlyȱoneȱmanȬȱ Jackȱ

O’ConnellȬȱhadȱescapedȱClonmult.ȱPatrickȱJ.ȱWhelanȱrecalledȱtheȱmomentȱwhenȱheȱ

foundȱaboutȱtheȱdisaster,ȱandȱwhereȱeveryoneȱwentȱinȱitsȱaftermath:ȱ

ȱ

‘WeȱwereȱinȱtheȱvicinityȱofȱKillacloyne,ȱaȱfewȱmilesȱonȱtheȱCorkȱsideȱofȱCarrigtwohill,ȱ

whenȱweȱwereȱstoppedȱbyȱMickȱBurke,ȱcaptainȱofȱtheȱCobhȱcompany,ȱwhoȱtoldȱusȱthatȱ

theȱcolumnȱhadȱbeenȱwipedȱoutȱatȱClonmultȱexceptȱ forȱoneȱman.ȱHeȱhadȱnoȱ furtherȱ

details.ȱWeȱwereȱstaggeredȱbyȱthisȱnews,ȱthoughtȱitȱimpossibleȱthatȱheȱcouldȱbeȱright,ȱ

andȱhopedȱheȱwasȱwrong.ȱPoorȱDiarmuidȱwasȱfranticȱonȱhearingȱtheȱnews,ȱandȱaskedȱ

meȱwhereȱIȱthoughtȱtheȱoneȱsurvivorȱwouldȱgo.ȱIȱgave,ȱasȱaȱguess,ȱCanavan’sȱhouseȱatȱ

KnockrahaȱinȱMartinȱCorry’sȱterritoryȬȱheȱwasȱO/C,ȱKnockrahaȱcompany.ȱWeȱdecidedȱ

toȱ goȱ there,ȱ andȱ sureȱ enough,ȱ thereȱwasȱ Jackoȱ (JackȱO’Connell),ȱ theȱ oneȱmanȱwhoȱ

escapedȱClonmult,ȱtheȱmanȱwhomȱIȱsuggestedȱshouldȱbeȱinȱchargeȱinȱourȱabsence.ȱHeȱ

lookedȱ inȱ aȱ pitiableȱ conditionȱ afterȱ hisȱ terribleȱ ordealȬȱ heȱ hadȱ ledȱ aȱ sortieȱ fromȱ theȱ

houseȱinȱClonmultȱandȱwasȱtheȱsoleȱsurvivorȱofȱtheȱattemptȬȱandȱtoldȱusȱallȱheȱknew.ȱ

TheȱfourȱofȱusȱthenȱsetȱoffȱbyȱcarȱforȱClonmult’ȱ(WSȱ1449ȱofȱPatrickȱJ.ȱWhelan).ȱ

ȱ

Itȱseemsȱprobableȱ thatȱ thereȱwereȱstandingȱordersȱ toȱ retreatȱ toȱKnockraha,ȱasȱmenȱ

beganȱmakingȱ theirȱwayȱ thereȱ asȱ soonȱ asȱ theyȱ learnedȱ ofȱwhatȱ hadȱ occurredȱ atȱ

Clonmult:ȱSeamusȱFitzgerald:ȱ‘…weȱdroveȱinȱaȱtrapȱtoȱourȱbaseȱinȱKnockraha’ȱ(WSȱ1737ȱ

ofȱSeamusȱFitzgerald);ȱ JohnȱP.ȱO’Connell:ȱ ‘Followingȱ theȱcollapseȱofȱ theȱblazingȱroofȱofȱ

theȱhouseȱinȱwhichȱtheȱColumnȱwasȱtrappedȱ[inȱClonmult],ȱandȱasȱtheȱmessengersȱIȱhadȱsentȱ
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forȱhelpȱhadȱnotȱreturned,ȱIȱmadeȱmyȱwayȱtoȱKnockraha,ȱaȱfewȱmilesȱdistance’ȱȱ(WSȱ1444ȱofȱ

JohnȱP.ȱO’Connell);ȱJosephȱAherne:ȱ‘Gettingȱintoȱtheȱcar,ȱwhichȱwasȱcloseby,ȱweȱproceededȱ

toȱKnockraha,ȱ arrivingȱ inȱ theȱvillageȱweȱmetȱ someȱ ofȱ theȱvolunteersȱ ofȱ theȱ localȱ company,ȱ

includingȱMartinȱCorryȱandȱCapt.ȱJackȱO’Connell’ȱ(WSȱ1367ȱofȱJosephȱAherne).ȱȱ

ȱ

3.1.5ȱPrisonȱ&ȱPlaceȱofȱExecutionȱ

ȱ

PerhapsȱKnockraha’sȱmostȱfamousȱconnectionȱwithȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱwasȱitsȱ

useȱ asȱ theȱ prisonȱ ofȱ CorkȱNo.ȱ 1ȱ Brigadeȱ andȱ asȱ aȱ placeȱwhereȱ suspectedȱ spies,ȱ

informersȱandȱBritishȱmilitaryȱwereȱexecuted.ȱDr.ȱ JohnȱBorgonovoȱrelatedȱhowȱ theȱ

prison,ȱlocatedȱwithinȱtheȱcemetery,ȱoperated:ȱ

ȱ

‘Volunteersȱlocatedȱanȱisolated,ȱhalfȬsubmergedȱcryptȱthatȱwasȱsoundȱproofȱandȱcouldȱ

beȱ lockedȱ fromȱ theȱoutside,ȱwhichȱ theyȱcalledȱSingȬSingȱ (afterȱ theȱ famousȱAmericanȱ

prison).ȱTheȱBrigade,ȱ ratherȱ thanȱ theȱ localȱ company,ȱmaintainedȱSingȬSing,ȱwhichȱ

accommodatedȱ suspects,ȱ criminals,ȱ andȱ condemnedȱ spies.ȱ Theȱ ‘prisonȱ governor’,ȱ aȱ

Brigadeȱ staffȱ captain,ȱ fedȱ theȱ prisonersȱ atȱ nightȱ andȱ leftȱ themȱ aloneȱ duringȱ theȱ

daytime.ȱ Prisonersȱ wereȱ broughtȱ intoȱ SingȬSingȱ blindfolded,ȱ toȱ keepȱ theȱ locationȱ

secretȱbutȱalsoȱfromȱaȱfearȱofȱtheirȱsanity,ȱshouldȱtheyȱlearnȱtheyȱwereȱbeingȱleftȱaloneȱ

inȱaȱgraveyard.ȱSomeȱprisonersȱwereȱreleased,ȱbutȱmanyȱwereȱremovedȱandȱexecutedȱ

nearby’ȱ(Borgonovoȱȱ2010,ȱ213).ȱ

ȱ

Thatȱ theȱprisonȱwasȱ runȱbyȱ theȱBrigadeȱasȱopposedȱ toȱMartinȱCorryȱandȱ theȱ localȱ

companyȱ isȱ confirmedȱ inȱ theȱ pensionȱ fileȱ ofȱ theȱGovernorȱ ofȱ SingȬSing,ȱ Edwardȱ

Moloney,ȱwhoȱstatedȱ thatȱheȱwouldȱnotȱgiveȱ theȱkeyȱtoȱCorryȱevenȱ ifȱheȱwantedȱ itȱ

(EdwardȱMoloneyȱPensionȱApplication).ȱȱTheȱfactȱthatȱKnockrahaȱwasȱusedȱasȱplaceȱ

ofȱ imprisonmentȱ andȱ executionȱ isȱ apparentȱ inȱ aȱ numberȱ ofȱWitnessȱ Statements.ȱ

CaptainȱSeanȱHealyȱofȱ‘A’ȱCompany,ȱ1stȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.1ȱBrigadeȱtoldȱhowȱoneȱ

informer:ȱ
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ȱ

‘wasȱ employedȱasȱaȱPostȱOfficeȱ clerkȱwhereȱheȱwasȱ inȱaȱpositionȱ toȱobtainȱvaluableȱ

informationȱforȱtheȱenemy.ȱSeanȱCulhane,ȱJ.J.ȱO’ConnellȱandȱIȱgotȱinstructionsȱtoȱputȱ

aȱstopȱtoȱhisȱactivities.ȱWhenȱheȱwasȱpickedȱup,ȱwalkingȱalongȱKingȱSt.ȱoneȱevening,ȱ

weȱarrestedȱhimȱandȱconveyedȱhimȱtoȱ‘anȱunknownȱdestination’ȱ(inȱKnockraha)ȱfromȱ

whichȱheȱneverȱreturned’ȱ(WSȱ1479ȱofȱSeanȱHealy).ȱ

ȱ

CaptainȱJos.ȱO’Sheaȱofȱ‘E’ȱCompany,ȱ1stȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigade:ȱ

ȱ

‘Onȱ anȱ eveningȱ inȱ Julyȱ [1920],ȱ followingȱ receiptȱ ofȱ aȱ reportȱ fromȱ ourȱ intelligenceȱ

service,ȱIȱwent,ȱwithȱfiveȱothersȱfromȱE.ȱCompany,ȱtoȱPenroseȱQuay,ȱCork.ȱWeȱwereȱ

armedȱwithȱrevolvers.ȱ Inȱdueȱcourse,ȱO’Gormanȱcameȱalong,ȱobviouslyȱgoingȱ toȱtheȱ

CorkȱSteampacketȱCompany’sȱboatȱwhichȱwasȱsailingȱforȱEnglandȱthatȱsameȱevening.ȱ

Iȱheldȱhimȱupȱ and,ȱwithȱ theȱ others,ȱputȱhimȱ intoȱ aȱmotorȱ carȱwhichȱweȱhadȱ readyȱ

nearby.ȱHeȱwasȱbroughtȱtoȱtheȱKilcullyȱdistrict,ȱnorthȱofȱtheȱcity,ȱwhereȱheȱwasȱkeptȱinȱ

aȱhouse,ȱunderȱarmedȱguard,ȱforȱaȱfewȱdays.ȱHeȱwasȱthenȱtakenȱbyȱcarȱtoȱKnockrahaȱinȱ

EastȱCorkȱwhereȱheȱwasȱexecuted.’ȱ(WSȱ1675ȱofȱJos.ȱO’Shea).ȱ

ȱ

CaptainȱSeanȱHealyȱofȱ‘A’ȱCompany,ȱ1stȱBattalion,ȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigade:ȱ

ȱ

‘IȱhaveȱalreadyȱreferredȱtoȱaȱtraitorousȱIrishmanȱwhoȱwasȱexecutedȱatȱKnockraha.ȱHeȱ

diedȱwithȱ“GodȱsaveȱEngland”ȱonȱhisȱlips,ȱmayȱGodȱforgiveȱhim’ȱ(WSȱ1643ȱofȱSeanȱ

Healy).ȱ

ȱ

Theȱburialȱofȱtheseȱbodiesȱhasȱgarneredȱmuchȱattentionȱinȱrecentȱyears,ȱparticularlyȱ

withȱtheȱpublicationȱofȱtheȱTheȱYearȱofȱDisappearances:ȱPoliticalȱKillingsȱinȱCork,ȱ1920Ȭ

1921ȱbyȱGerardȱMurphyȱ inȱ2010ȱandȱTheȱGravesȱ ofȱ theȱDisappearedȱ televisionȱ seriesȱ

broadcastȱ byȱ TV3ȱ inȱ 2012,ȱ bothȱ ofȱ whichȱ referenceȱ theȱ burialȱ ofȱ individualsȱ inȱ
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Knockraha.ȱThereȱ isȱnoȱdoubtȱthatȱsuchȱburialsȱdidȱoccur,ȱmostȱnotablyȱ inȱaȱboggyȱ

areaȱofȱuplandȱknownȱlocallyȱasȱ‘TheȱRea.’ȱȱ

ȱ

Theȱ historicalȱ recordȱ clearlyȱ demonstratesȱ theȱ importanceȱ ofȱ Knockrahaȱ toȱ theȱ

operationsȱ ofȱ Corkȱ No.ȱ 1ȱ Brigadeȱ duringȱ theȱWarȱ ofȱ Independence.ȱ Theȱ workȱ

completedȱbyȱtheȱlocalȱhistoryȱsocietyȱinȱidentifyingȱmanyȱofȱtheȱlocationsȱassociatedȱ

withȱ theseȱ eventsȱ placesȱ Knockrahaȱ inȱ anȱ enviableȱ position,ȱ bothȱ inȱ termsȱ ofȱ

preservingȱelementsȱofȱ thisȱ importantȱconflictȱ landscapeȱandȱ inȱdevelopingȱ itȱ fromȱ

anȱeducationalȱandȱheritageȱtourismȱperspective.ȱȱ

ȱ

3.2ȱ KnockrahaȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱHeritageȱSitesȱ(Figureȱ1,ȱ2)ȱ

ȱ

Itȱ isȱ possibleȱ toȱ locateȱ aȱ largeȱ numberȱ ofȱ Warȱ ofȱ Independenceȱ sitesȱ withinȱ

Knockraha’sȱ landscape.ȱTheseȱ encompassȱ theȱ fullȱ rangeȱ ofȱ I.R.A.ȱ activitiesȱduringȱ

theȱWarȱ ofȱ Independence,ȱ fromȱ munitionsȱ productionȱ toȱ trainingȱ areasȱ toȱ safeȱ

houses.ȱTheȱmajorityȱofȱsitesȱareȱ identifiableȱdueȱ toȱ theȱworkȱundertakenȱbyȱ Jamesȱ

Fitzgeraldȱandȱothersȱinȱinterviewingȱsurvivingȱmembersȱofȱtheȱcompany,ȱincludingȱ

MartinȱCorry.ȱȱAȱnumberȱofȱtheseȱsitesȱhaveȱbeenȱhighlightedȱonȱtheȱaccompanyingȱ

mapsȱtoȱdemonstrateȱtheȱbreadthȱofȱsiteȬtypeȱinȱtheȱarea.ȱ

ȱ

3.2.1ȱKnockrahaȱVillageȱ

ȱ

Theȱmainȱstreetȱofȱtheȱvillageȱwasȱwhereȱ ‘E’ȱCompanyȱwasȱassembledȱtoȱdrillȱeachȱ

Sunday.ȱTheȱschoolȱ(nowȱaȱcrèche)ȱwasȱtheȱlocationȱwhereȱtheȱSinnȱFéinȱCourtsȱwereȱ

heldȱ (Plateȱ 9).ȱCanavan’sȱpub,ȱ theȱ FlyingȱColumnȱ safeȬhouseȱ andȱ buildingȱwhereȱ

volunteersȱ assembledȱ afterȱClonmultȱ isȱ todayȱO’ȱDonoghue’sȱ barȱ (Plateȱ 10).ȱ Itȱ isȱ

notableȱ thatȱ thisȱ isȱ theȱ buildingȱwhereȱ theȱ onlyȱ survivorȱ ofȱClonmultȱwent,ȱ andȱ

whereȱmanyȱwouldȱhaveȱheardȱwhatȱhappenedȱ thereȱ forȱ theȱ firstȱ time.ȱTheȱhouseȱ

whereȱ EdwardȱMoloney,ȱGovernorȱ ofȱ SingȬSingȱ lived,ȱ alsoȱ survives,ȱ asȱ doesȱ theȱ
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forgeȱ whereȱ heȱ helpedȱ makeȱ materialȱ forȱ theȱ Brigadeȱ bombȱ factoryȱ (Plateȱ 11).ȱ

Knockrahaȱ Catholicȱ Churchȱ alsoȱ playedȱ aȱ roleȱ inȱ theȱ Warȱ ofȱ Independenceȱ

landscape,ȱbeingȱusedȱtoȱstoreȱarmsȱ(Plateȱ12).ȱȱ

ȱ

3.2.2ȱȱDugȬoutsȱ&ȱDumpsȱ

ȱ

DugȬoutsȱwereȱ recordedȱ atȱ aȱnumberȱofȱ sitesȱ aroundȱKnockraha,ȱ someȱ associatedȱ

withȱpreȬexistingȱarchaeologicalȱmonuments.ȱTheseȱincludeȱtheȱdugȬoutȱinȱtheȱditchȱ

ofȱ theȱringfortȱ inȱBallinbrittigȱ townlandȱ (CO064Ȭ082).ȱMartinȱCorryȱgoesȱ intoȱsomeȱ

detailȱinȱtheȱCorryȱTapesȱaboutȱhisȱextensiveȱexplorationȱwithȱanotherȱvolunteerȱofȱ

anotherȱringfortȱandȱsouterrainȱwithȱaȱviewȱtoȱitsȱuseȱasȱanȱarmsȱdump.ȱDuringȱthisȱ

investigationȱ oneȱ ofȱ theȱmenȱ becameȱ trappedȱ underȱ aȱ flagȬstoneȱ andȱ hadȱ toȱ beȱ

extracted.ȱCorryȱalsoȱexpressedȱhisȱshockȱwhenȱafterȱtheȱTruceȱitȱwasȱdiscoveredȱthatȱ

theȱringfortȱandȱsouterrainȱwereȱbothȱmarkedȱonȱ theȱOrdnanceȱSurveyȱmaps!ȱThisȱ

ringfortȱ(CO064Ȭ021001)ȱisȱinȱRathfilodeȱtownlandȱasȱisȱtheȱaccompanyingȱsouterrainȱ

(CO064Ȭ021002)ȱwhichȱ isȱmarkedȱ asȱ aȱ ‘cave’ȱ onȱ theȱ Ordnanceȱ Surveyȱmapping.ȱȱ

Anotherȱ dugȬoutȱwasȱ locatedȱ inȱKnockrahaȱ Eastȱ townlandȱwhereȱ sixȱmenȱ couldȱ

sleepȱsafely;ȱalthoughȱtheȱsiteȱsurvivesȱtheȱdugȬoutȱitselfȱhasȱbeenȱfilledȱin.ȱȱ

ȱ

TheȱKnockrahaȱCompanyȱalsoȱcreatedȱaȱnumberȱofȱ‘dumps’ȱofȱsuppliesȱaroundȱtheȱ

landscape.ȱAmongȱtheseȱwasȱaȱcastȱironȱdumpȱinȱAghadullȱtownlandȱtoȱprovideȱrawȱ

materialȱ forȱ theȱoperationȱofȱBallynanelaghȱBombȱFactory,ȱwithȱ theȱsameȱfieldȱalsoȱ

theȱsiteȱofȱanȱarmsȱdumpȱofȱweaponsȱtakenȱfromȱH.M.S.ȱUpnor.ȱȱ

ȱ

3.2.3ȱBuildingsȱ

ȱ

Perhapsȱ theȱ mostȱ notableȱ ofȱ theȱ buildingsȱ isȱ ‘Libertyȱ Hall’ȱ inȱ theȱ townlandȱ ofȱ

KillacloyneȱnearȱBallinbrittigȱ crossroads.ȱAȱplaqueȱwasȱplacedȱonȱ thisȱbuildingȱbyȱ

theȱ localȱ historicalȱ societyȱ inȱ 2001ȱ (Plateȱ 13).ȱ Itȱ wasȱ inȱ thisȱ buildingȱ thatȱ theȱ



AnȱArchaeologicalȱAssessmentȱofȱtheȱKnockrahaȱBombȱFactoryȱ&ȱKnockraha’sȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱHeritageȱ

23ȱ
ȱ

Knockrahaȱ Companyȱwasȱ formed,ȱ asȱwasȱ theȱ Flyingȱ Columnȱ subsequentlyȱ (Theȱ

Storyȱ ofȱ Cork’sȱ Ownȱ Libertyȱ Hall).ȱ ȱ Theȱ surroundingȱ fieldsȱ wereȱ alsoȱ usedȱ forȱ

training.ȱTheȱFitzgeraldȱsafehouseȱreferredȱ toȱ inȱ theȱhistoricalȱrecordsȱwasȱsituatedȱ

acrossȱtheȱroadȱinȱBallinbrittigȱ(theȱFitzgeraldȱfamilyȱalsoȱownedȱtheȱlandȱonȱwhichȱ

LibertyȱHallȱwasȱlocated.ȱAnotherȱcompanyȱcampȱwasȱlocatedȱatȱ‘McGrath’sȱHouse’ȱ

inȱtheȱtownlandȱofȱKilrussane,ȱaȱcomplexȱofȱbuildingsȱwhichȱstillȱsurvives.ȱAnotherȱ

safeȱ houseȱwasȱ ‘Roche’s’,ȱwhereȱ SeanȱHegarty,ȱOfficerȱCommandingȱCorkȱNo.ȱ 1ȱ

Brigadeȱ isȱ believedȱ toȱ haveȱ stayedȱ forȱ aȱ timeȬȱ locatedȱ inȱ Aghaduffȱ townland,ȱ

buildingsȱstillȱsurviveȱonȱtheȱsite.ȱAnȱabandonedȱfarmȱcottageȱknownȱasȱ‘McGraths’ȱ

inȱBlossomgroveȱtownlandȱisȱprobablyȱthatȱusedȱbyȱtheȱFlyingȱColumnȱsoonȱafterȱitsȱ

formation,ȱ andȱwasȱ situatedȱ closeȱ toȱ theȱ Brigadeȱ bombȱ factory.ȱAsȱ suchȱ theȱ areaȱ

aroundȱ thisȱbuildingȱ isȱparticularlyȱ significantȱwithȱ regardȱ toȱ theȱearlyȱ trainingȱofȱ

theȱEastȱCorkȱColumn.ȱAlthoughȱmuchȱofȱthisȱsiteȱisȱnowȱinȱuseȱasȱaȱyardȱsomeȱolderȱ

buildingsȱsurviveȱasȱdoȱtheȱadjoiningȱfields.ȱAnotherȱimportantȱsupportȱbuildingȱinȱ

theȱ landscapeȱ isȱ Longsȱ Forge,ȱ whichȱ survivesȱ inȱ Killeenaȱ townland.ȱ Thisȱ forgeȱ

suppliedȱ supportȱ toȱ theȱ Ballynanelaghȱ Bombȱ Factoryȱ (inȱ whichȱ theȱ Longsȱ alsoȱ

worked);ȱsomeȱofȱtheȱmaterialȱutilisedȱinȱtheȱfactoryȱwasȱmadeȱhere.ȱȱ

ȱ

3.2.4ȱPrisonsȱ&ȱExecutionsȱ

ȱ

TheȱmostȱnotableȱprisonȱsiteȱinȱKnockrahaȱisȱSingȬSing,ȱinȱKilquaneȱtownlandȱ(Plateȱ

14,ȱ15).ȱTheȱ siteȱ isȱwellȬmaintainedȱandȱ isȱanotherȱ locationȱwhereȱ theȱ localȱ societyȱ

hasȱplacedȱaȱcommemorativeȱplaque.ȱItȱliesȱwithinȱtheȱrecordedȱgraveyardȱ(CO064Ȭ

026002)ȱ andȱ isȱ alsoȱ withinȱ anȱ earlyȱ ecclesiasticalȱ enclosureȱ (CO064Ȭ026001).ȱ Theȱ

graveyardȱ isȱ alsoȱ theȱ locationȱ ofȱ aȱ churchȱ (CO064Ȭ026003).ȱ Originallyȱ usedȱ toȱ

imprisonȱthievesȱandȱlawbreakers,ȱtheȱsiteȱwasȱtakenȱoverȱbyȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱasȱ

aȱ centreȱ toȱ holdȱ theirȱmostȱ valuableȱprisoners.ȱAnotherȱ buildingȱwhereȱprisonersȱ

wereȱbelievedȱtoȱbeȱheldȱwasȱCarrigeenȱinȱKnockrahaȱtownlandȱtoȱtheȱsouthȬwestȱofȱ

theȱ village,ȱwhereȱ someȱ buildingsȱ stillȱ survive.ȱAȱnumberȱ ofȱ executionȱ sitesȱhaveȱ
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beenȱ identifiedȱ aroundȱKnockraha.ȱTheseȱ includeȱ theȱ sandȱpitȱ inȱTwomeyȇs,ȱ nowȱ

filledȱinȱbutȱstillȱunderȱpasture,ȱlocatedȱinȱtheȱtownlandȱofȱBallinbrittig.ȱȱAnotherȱisȱ

BallingohigȱBridgeȱwhereȱ aȱBritishȱ armyȱmanȱwasȱ reportedlyȱ executed.ȱTheȱmostȱ

significantȱ isȱtheȱboggyȱareaȱinȱtheȱnorthȬeastȱofȱKilquaneȱtownlandȱknownȱasȱ ‘Theȱ

Rea’ȱwhereȱ aȱnumberȱ ofȱ executionsȱwereȱ carriedȱ out.ȱTodayȱmuchȱ ofȱ thisȱ areaȱ isȱ

underȱforestry.ȱȱ

ȱ

3.2.5ȱBombȱFactoriesȱ

ȱ

Asȱ highlightedȱ inȱ theȱ firstȱ partȱ ofȱ thisȱ reportȱ theȱ bombȱ factoryȱ operatedȱ byȱ theȱ

KnockrahaȱCompanyȱwasȱ locatedȱ inȱ Ballynanelaghȱ townland.ȱ Theȱ Brigadeȱ bombȱ

factoryȱwasȱ locatedȱ inȱ Blossomgroveȱ townlandȱ closeȱ toȱ theȱ southernȱ bankȱ ofȱ theȱ

river,ȱ althoughȱ itsȱ preciseȱ locationȱ hasȱ yetȱ toȱ beȱ established.ȱ Thisȱ areaȱwasȱ alsoȱ

subjectedȱtoȱaȱraidȱasȱBritishȱforcesȱunsuccessfullyȱattemptedȱtoȱlocateȱI.R.A.ȱactivityȱ

inȱtheȱarea.ȱ

ȱ

3.3ȱ FutureȱResearchȱ&ȱDevelopmentȱPotentialȱ

ȱ

Asȱpartȱofȱ theȱ researchȱ inȱ compilingȱ thisȱ reportȱ theȱauthorȱdiscussedȱKnockraha’sȱ

importanceȱwithȱDr.ȱJohnȱBorgonovo,ȱaȱnotedȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱscholarȱbasedȱatȱ

U.C.C.ȱDr.ȱBorgonovoȱcontributedȱtheȱfollowing:ȱ

ȱ

KnockrahaȱwasȱaȱcriticalȱlogisticalȱareaȱforȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱwhichȱwasȱoneȱofȱtheȱ

mostȱ influentialȱ I.R.A.ȱ organisationsȱ inȱ theȱ country.ȱ Theȱ Revolutionaryȱ periodȱ isȱ

criticalȱtoȱlocalȱidentityȱandȱitȱstillȱgeneratesȱhighȱlevelsȱofȱinterestȱinȱtheȱyoungȱandȱ

old,ȱpeopleȱinterestedȱinȱtheirȱplaceȱandȱhowȱthatȱrelatesȱtoȱtheȱworldȱatȱlarge.ȱForȱaȱ

criticalȱ periodȱ inȱ Irishȱ history,ȱ Knockrahaȱ wasȱ aȱ frontȱ lineȱ inȱ theȱ Warȱ ofȱ

Independence.ȱ

ȱ
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Theȱeffortsȱofȱ theȱ localȱhistoricalȱsocietyȱ inȱdedicatingȱplaquesȱatȱkeyȱsitesȱsuchȱasȱ

LibertyȱHallȱandȱSingȱSingȱareȱtoȱbeȱcommended.ȱTheȱresearchȱtheyȱundertookȱwhileȱ

veteransȱ ofȱ theȱWarȱ ofȱ Independenceȱwereȱ stillȱ aliveȱ placesȱ theȱ communityȱ inȱ aȱ

positionȱtoȱidentifyȱanȱextremelyȱextensiveȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱconflictȱlandscape.ȱ

Today’sȱ communityȱ areȱ equallyȱ fortunateȱ inȱ thatȱ Knockrahaȱ playedȱ suchȱ anȱ

importantȱroleȱinȱtheȱoperationsȱofȱtheȱCorkȱNo.ȱ1ȱBrigadeȱarea,ȱencompassingȱbothȱ

CorkȱCityȱandȱEastȱCork.ȱȱ

ȱ

3.3.1ȱFutureȱResearchȱ

ȱ

Futureȱ researchȱ shouldȱ focusȱ onȱ bringingȱ togetherȱ asȱmanyȱ locationȱ indicatorsȱ asȱ

possibleȱtoȱidentifyȱfurtherȱelementsȱofȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱconflictȱlandscapeȱ

inȱKnockraha.ȱThereȱareȱsubstantialȱadditionalȱ resourcesȱ toȱbeȱdrawnȱuponȱ inȱ thisȱ

regard,ȱbothȱinȱtermsȱofȱknowledgeȱwithinȱtheȱlocalȱhistoricalȱsocietyȱandȱalsoȱinȱtheȱ

increasingȱamountȱofȱprimaryȱ sourceȱmaterialȱ thatȱ isȱbeingȱmadeȱaccessible.ȱChiefȱ

amongȱ theseȱ willȱ beȱ theȱ pensionȱ applicationsȱ ofȱ membersȱ ofȱ theȱ Knockrahaȱ

CompanyȱofȱtheȱI.R.A.ȱandȱothersȱwhoȱservedȱinȱtheȱarea,ȱmanyȱofȱwhichȱareȱdueȱtoȱ

comeȱonlineȱviaȱtheȱMilitaryȱArchivesȱwebsiteȱbetweenȱnowȱandȱ2016.ȱȱ

ȱ

Considerationȱshouldȱalsoȱbeȱgivenȱtoȱidentifyingȱtheȱstateȱofȱpreservationȱofȱmanyȱ

ofȱtheȱ locationsȱassociatedȱwithȱKnockraha’sȱconflictȱ landscape.ȱAnyȱsuchȱ initiativeȱ

shouldȱhaveȱaȱ strongȱ communityȱ component,ȱandȱ couldȱ takeȱ theȱ formȱofȱ creatingȱ

photographicȱ recordsȱ ofȱ keyȱ sites,ȱ togetherȱ withȱ conductingȱ onlineȱ cartographicȱ

researchȱandȱcreatingȱconditionȱrecordȱsheetsȱrelatingȱtoȱeachȱlocation.ȱThisȱcouldȱbeȱ

combinedȱwithȱarchaeologicalȱandȱhistoricalȱ input,ȱ facilitatingȱ theȱdevelopmentȱofȱ

resourcesȱ suchȱ asȱ aȱ GISȱ databaseȱ ofȱ Warȱ ofȱ Independenceȱ sitesȱ andȱ raisingȱ

awarenessȱofȱtheȱlocal,ȱregionalȱandȱnationalȱplaceȱofȱtheȱKnockrahaȱactivitiesȱinȱtheȱ

storyȱofȱ theȱWarȱofȱ Independence.ȱSimilarȱcommunityȱdrivenȱ initiativesȱhaveȱbeenȱ

undertakenȱonȱ20thȱcenturyȱarchaeologicalȱsitesȱinȱtheȱUnitedȱKingdom,ȱsuchȱasȱtheȱ
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DefenceȱofȱBritainȱProjectȱ(http://www.archaeologyuk.org/cba/projects/dob)ȱandȱtheȱ

Homeȱ Frontȱ Legaciesȱ Projectȱ (http://www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk/wp/),ȱ andȱ areȱ

idealȱforȱengagingȱ localȱcommunitiesȱwithȱtheirȱrecentȱpast.ȱIndeedȱsuchȱ initiativesȱ

couldȱ beȱ replicatedȱ throughoutȱ theȱ countyȱ andȱ furtherȱ afield,ȱ toȱ tieȱ inȱwithȱ theȱ

decadeȱofȱcentenaries.ȱȱ

ȱ

3.3.2ȱHeritageȱDevelopmentȱPotentialȱ

ȱ
Currentlyȱ Ireland’sȱWarȱ ofȱ Independenceȱheritageȱ isȱ aȱ largelyȱuntappedȱpotentialȱ

educationalȱandȱheritageȬtourismȱ resource.ȱAlthoughȱ theȱ Irishȱ landscapeȱ isȱdottedȱ

withȱmemorialsȱrelatingȱtoȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependence,ȱthereȱisȱveryȱlittleȱtoȱhighlightȱ

theȱphysicalȱ remainsȱofȱ thisȱpastȱ conflictȱ landscapeȱ thatȱ surroundȱus.ȱMonumentsȱ

suchȱasȱSingȱSing,ȱLibertyȱHallȱandȱ theȱmyriadȱotherȱ locationsȱ inȱKnockrahaȱofferȱ

visitorsȱanȱopportunityȱ toȱdirectlyȱengageȱwithȱ theȱphysicalȱremainsȱofȱ theȱWarȱofȱ

Independence;ȱ theȱ rangeȱ ofȱ siteȱ typesȱ alsoȱ servesȱ asȱ anȱ educationalȱ driverȱ toȱ

highlightȱ theȱ complexȱnetworkȱofȱ connectionsȱ andȱ supportsȱ requiredȱ toȱoperateȱ aȱ

guerrillaȱwar.ȱȱ

ȱ

TheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱlandscapeȱofȱKnockrahaȱoffersȱsignificantȱdevelopmentalȱ

potentialȱfromȱaȱheritageȱandȱtourismȱperspective.ȱTheȱwealthȱandȱvariedȱnatureȱofȱ

theȱsitesȱcouldȱbeȱcombinedȱasȱpartȱofȱaȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱwalkingȱtrail,ȱwhichȱ

couldȱalsoȱtakeȱadvantageȱofȱsomeȱofȱtheȱlocality’sȱarchaeologyȱfromȱotherȱperiods.ȱ

Thisȱ isȱparticularlyȱrelevantȱwithȱtheȱ100thȱanniversaryȱofȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱ

approaching.ȱ Ifȱpossibleȱ suchȱaȱ trailȱ shouldȱ incorporateȱpedestrianȱaccessȱ toȱ thoseȱ

sitesȱwhichȱareȱlocatedȱoffȱmainȱroutes.ȱSuchȱanȱofferingȱcouldȱbeȱexploredȱthroughȱ

grantȱopportunitiesȱsuchȱasȱLeaderȱfunding.ȱ

ȱ

Corkȱhasȱaȱuniqueȱopportunityȱinȱtheȱcomingȱyearsȱtoȱleadȱtheȱwayȱinȱengagementȱ

andȱ interpretationȱofȱ theȱWarȱofȱ Independenceȱ landscape.ȱKnockrahaȱ servesȱasȱanȱ



AnȱArchaeologicalȱAssessmentȱofȱtheȱKnockrahaȱBombȱFactoryȱ&ȱKnockraha’sȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱHeritageȱ

27ȱ
ȱ

idealȱinitialȱlocationȱforȱaȱcountyȬwideȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱtrail,ȱgivenȱtheȱwealthȱ

ofȱdocumentaryȱsourcesȱandȱlocalȱknowledgeȱregardingȱtheȱprogressȱofȱtheȱconflictȱ

there.ȱAȱKnockrahaȱtrailȱcouldȱserveȱasȱaȱbuildingȱblockȱforȱaȱnetworkȱofȱsuchȱtrailsȱ

throughoutȱtheȱcounty,ȱdevelopedȱinȱaȱcostȬeffectiveȱmannerȱandȱbasedȱaroundȱlocalȱ

communityȱengagement,ȱeducationȱandȱparticipation.ȱTheȱorganisationalȱmakeupȱofȱ

theȱ Warȱ ofȱ Independenceȱ I.R.A.,ȱ structuredȱ asȱ itȱ wasȱ aroundȱ localȱ companies,ȱ

providesȱanȱidealȱformatȱforȱprogressingȱsuchȱaȱvisionȱinȱdifferentȱareas.ȱ

ȱ

4.ȱCONCLUSIONȱ
ȱ

Theȱprimaryȱaimȱofȱ thisȱ reportȱ isȱ toȱ identifyȱ theȱ formȱandȱ functionȱofȱ theȱgrenadeȱ

factoryȱ operatedȱ byȱ theȱ Knockrahaȱ Companyȱ ofȱ theȱ I.R.A.ȱ duringȱ theȱ Warȱ ofȱ

Independence.ȱTheȱdocumentaryȱ andȱ cartographicȱ sourcesȱ confirmȱ theȱ locationȱofȱ

thisȱimportantȱsite,ȱsituatedȱinȱtheȱkinkȱinȱtheȱtownlandȱboundaryȱwhereȱKnockrahaȱ

Eastȱ andȱ Ballynanelaghȱ townlandsȱ meet.ȱ Itȱ isȱ probableȱ thatȱ subȬsurfaceȱ

archaeologicalȱremainsȱrelatingȱtoȱthisȱsiteȱsurvive.ȱThisȱsiteȱshouldȱbeȱpreservedȱasȱ

partȱ ofȱ theȱ area’sȱwiderȱWarȱ ofȱ Independenceȱ heritage;ȱ ifȱ thisȱ isȱ notȱ achievableȱ

detailedȱ archaeologicalȱ surveyȱ andȱ excavationȱ shouldȱ beȱundertakenȱpriorȱ toȱ anyȱ

developmentȱofȱtheȱsite.ȱȱ

ȱ

Theȱ secondaryȱ aimȱ ofȱ theȱ reportȱ wasȱ toȱ assessȱ theȱ potentialȱ ofȱ theȱ Warȱ ofȱ

Independenceȱ landscapeȱ inȱ Knockraha.ȱ Asȱ hasȱ beenȱ demonstratedȱ thisȱ goesȱ farȱ

beyondȱtheȱ‘headline’ȱsitesȱofȱSingȱSingȱandȱLibertyȱHall.ȱTheȱincreasingȱaccessibilityȱ

ofȱ documentaryȱ sourcesȱ andȱ theȱ pastȱ effortsȱ ofȱ theȱKnockrahaȱAreaȱHistoricalȱ&ȱ

Heritageȱ Societyȱ haveȱ combinedȱ toȱ presentȱ anȱ opportunityȱ toȱ createȱ aȱ detailedȱ

pictureȱofȱmultipleȱlocationsȱassociatedȱwithȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱinȱwhatȱwasȱaȱ

criticalȱ partȱ ofȱ Corkȱ No.ȱ 1ȱ Brigade’sȱ areaȱ ofȱ operations.ȱ Thisȱ inȱ turnȱ presentsȱ

opportunitiesȱ bothȱ forȱ enhancedȱ localȱ communityȱ engagementȱwithȱ theȱ pastȱ andȱ

alsoȱforȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱwhatȱwouldȱbeȱaȱgroundȬbreakingȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱ



AnȱArchaeologicalȱAssessmentȱofȱtheȱKnockrahaȱBombȱFactoryȱ&ȱKnockraha’sȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱHeritageȱ

28ȱ
ȱ

heritageȱtrail,ȱwhileȱalsoȱhighlightingȱtheȱ importanceȱofȱpreservingȱkeyȱelementsȱofȱ

thisȱ conflictȱ archaeologicalȱ landscape.ȱ Knockraha’sȱ complexȱ andȱ sometimesȱ

controversialȱroleȱinȱtheȱWarȱofȱIndependenceȱoffersȱanȱidealȱplatformȱtoȱdiscussȱtheȱ

widerȱconflictȱandȱ itsȱ impactȱonȱcommunitiesȱandȱcombatantsȱalike;ȱprovidingȱ theȱ

potentialȱforȱaȱlastingȱlegacyȱtoȱtheȱdecadeȱofȱcommemorations.ȱȱ

ȱ
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Figure 1 - The War of Independence 
Conflict Landscape of Knockraha.
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Figure 2 - Knockraha Village, War of 
Independence Conflict landscape.

A = Main Street, where 'E' Company assembled for drilling
B = School, location of Sinn Fein Court
C = Canavan's (now O'Donoghue's), I.R.A. Safe House
D = Edward Moloney's House and Forge
E = The Church, where arms were stored
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Figure 3 - Knockraha Bomb Factory

Bomb Factory Location
Irish National Grid: 178351.326 / 78354.14
Irish Transverse Mercator: 578306.373 / 578414.890
Lat - Long: 51 deg 57 min 26.615 sec / -8 deg 18 min 56.275 sec

The 1953 drawing by Ned Fitzgerald of the Ballynanelagh Bomb Factory.



Plate 1. The 1953 drawing by Ned Fitzgerald of the Ballynanelagh Bomb Factory, who set it up. Note 
the sleepers used for the roof and the vents.

Plate 2. The site of the bomb factory in Ballynanelagh  townland, looking ENE at the ‘kink’ in the town-
land boundary. 



Plate 3. Interpretation of how Ballynanelagh Bomb Factory may have looked, drawn by William Fitzger-
ald, Knockraha Area Historical & Heritage Society.

Plate 4. Metal trough used in Ballynanelagh Bomb Factory.



Plate 5. Grenade moulds and ‘blank’ grenades from Ballynanelagh Bomb Factory.

Plate 6. The ‘crucible’ used for molten metal and fabricated out of an old kettle, now with replacement 
handle. Used in Ballynanelagh Bomb Factory.



Plate 7. The men who operated the Bomb Factory at Ballynanelagh pose at the site with their equip-
ment. From l-r, Mick Higgins, Unknown, Din Bowen, Martin Corry (his likeness was added to the image), 

Unknown, Denny Lynch.

Plate 8. Inscribed watch presented to Ned Fitzgerald for ‘Special Services’ in 1921.



Plate 9. The schoolhouse, where Sinn Fein Courts were held during the War of Independence.

Plate 10. O’Donoghue’s Pub, Knockraha, formerly Canavans, where I.R.A. members went following the 
Clonmult Ambush.



Plate 11. The house and forge of Edward Moloney, Governor of ‘Sing Sing’ Prison.

Plate 12. Knockraha Church, where arms were stored during the War of Independence.



Plate 13. ‘Liberty Hall’ where the Knockraha Company was formed in 1917.

Plate 14. ‘Sing Sing’ prison in Knockraha.



Plate 15. Interior view towards door of ‘Sing Sing’ Prison.
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